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President’s Message 
 

Dear WATJ Members, 
 

The Autumn rains have finally arrived with winds and lots of falling leaves. I was 16 
years old when I first moved into the Puget Sound area from the eastern Washington 
desert area. I can remember laying awake for hours at night listening to the never 
ending rain which was falling through the trees outside my attic bedroom. Rainfall at 
this time of the year can be so rhythmic and go on for too long, but still I have a 
fascination with the different sounds it brings. I still love to fall asleep listening to the 
rain in the trees outside my bedroom even now. 
 
Now you may not have this kind of warm feeling towards the Seattle ñrainy seasonò, but 
we all do love to teach and work with students who are trying to learn the Japanese 
language. For most of us, the first term is now behind us and the days of review are 
long in the past. Now we are into the heart of teaching new expressions, KANJI, and 
vocabulary expansion. When I see some of my studentsô eyes glaze over, I need to 
remind myself of those long-ago days when I despaired of ever learning enough 
Japanese to understand what someone was saying to me. It is time again, to ask the 
student to try to explain what they are thinking, or how they are organizing the 
information, or to get them to explain what connections they see. Solving the riddles of 
how differently people understand the language continues to excite me, and, yes, it 
also wears me out. However, I hope you are more excited than tired out at this point in 

the school year. がんばって！！！ 
 

Next week the ACTFL conference takes place on in Florida. There are only be 
a few from Washington traveling to it, but next year the ACTFL conference will  
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2008-2009 Calendar of Events: 

  
10/10~11       WAFLT/COFLT Conference 

                 Friday night (dinner)  WATJ meeting 

Saturday Joint Luncheon with Oregon    
4 hour workshop on Scaffolding with Prof. Takaoka 

  
11/20~23     ACTFL conference in Orlando, Florida  
  
01/10/09      #2 WATJ Workshop Possibilities: 

¶ ñKanji through SHUJIò - teacher from Japan  

¶ TPRS -  Sarah A. and Kim Roberts 

¶ Using Music to Teach 
 

02/07 09         WATJ Annual Conference  
Location: Garfield or Shorecrest (TBA) 

                      Continue ñReading Skillsò Presentation by Prof. Amy Ohta (UW) 
  
03/06/09         HBCC Speech and Skit Contest 
  
03/13-14/09   High School Immersion Camp 

  
6/06/09           #3 WATJ Workshop 

              Learning through contemporary issues - Yayoi Brown 

 

Presidentôs message continuedé 
 

be in San Diego CA so I challenge each of you to consider attending in November 
2009. Please consider making a presentation as they will take proposals in the next 
two months for that conference. 
 
Not to be out done, in our area there will be a WATJ workshop in January. Following 
that will be the Annual Conference in February. Details on both of these workshops will 
be coming out shortly, but mark your calendars so you can attend. The last several 
conferences have been excellent for the presentations and for the workshops. 
 
See you there. 
 

Kurt Thompson  
 

WATJ President 
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WATJ Board 2008-2009 
 

President:              Kurt Thompson, Eckstein Middle School 

Vice-President :      Yayoi Brown, University Prep 

Secretary:               Sarah Antoncich, Garfield HS 

Treasurer:               Joshua Hansell, Chief Sealth HS 

WAFLT Rep:          Ikuyo Suzuki, University of Idaho 

Membership:           Toby Dederick, Shorecrest HS 

Webmaster:           Ryosuke Suzuki, Central Kitsap SD 

OAT liaison:           Anita Bieker (recently moved to Oregon) 

Member-at-large:     Sachiko Smith, Shorecrest HS 

Immersion Camp Director: Yayoi Brown, University Prep 

Conference Chair:    Sarah Antoncich, Garfield HS 

Newsletter liaison:    Chikako Misener, Bothell HS 

Newsletter Publisher:    Erin Erickson, Peace Corps Moldova 

NCJLT Rep & Treasurer:  Yoshitaka Inoue, Kamiak HS 
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http://www.charleswright.org/staff/Julia-Maeda 

 

New Japanese Teacher ご紹介！！ 

 
ñJuliaò Nozomi Maeda sensei just started teaching at Charles 

Wright Academy in Tacoma. She is also one of the new members 
of WATJ. She is an active, devoted and talented person and I hope 
you will meet her in person soon at one of our meetings! 
 

 

初めまして。タコマにあるチャールズライトアカデミーという学校で、中学生と高校

生に日本語を教えている、新米日本語教師の前田です。本名は前田望（まえだのぞ

み）ですが、同僚や生徒が発音できず覚えてくれないので、学校では前田ジュリア先

生と呼ばれています。笑。日本の大学で物理を専攻し、卒業後、高校で数学と化学を

教えていましたが、シアトルパシフィックユニバーシティの大学院で教育学を勉強中

に、ひょんなことから、ちかこマイズナー先生と出会い、日本語を教える楽しさに魅

了されました。言語は文化の一部なので、言語の勉強をすると、その文化がわかっ

て、本当におもしろいなぁと感じています。 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

今年の夏はというと、大学院の勉強を終えるために勉強に終われ、ファイナルが終わ

った 2 日後に仕事が始まったので、テンテコマイでした。ですので、来年の夏こそ

は、ノースウェストの素敵な夏を思いっきり楽しむ予定です！ 

 

新米教師ですので、いろいろ探りながら、運動会みたいな毎日を送っていますが、生

徒とのインターアクションが日々のエネルギーのもとになっています。分からないこ

とも多いので、助言やアドバイス、教材のヒントなどありましたらぜひ教えていただ

きたいです。これから、日本語教師の一人として、よろしくお願いいたします。 
 

 

チャールズライトアカデミー 

前田ジュリア望 

チャールズライトでは、日本語教師の他に、

中学生のバレーボールのコーチをしていま

す。自分自身、 中学時代にバレー部でしたの

で、懐かしい日々を思い出しながら、生徒と

一緒に汗を流しています。試合の度に、チー

ムの一体感が増すのを身近で経験できるの

は、コーチの特権です。運動部出身の私に

は、このチームスピリットがたまりません。 

 

 

http://www.charleswright.org/staff/Julia-Maeda
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STUDENT TRIP TO JAPAN 

 
I took 1 5 students to Japan this past summer 
for 2 weeks . We first stayed in Tokyo and  the 
students home stayed with families of the 

students from Shiba High School for a week. 
Then we traveled to Nikko, Hiroshima and 

Kyoto, and then  flew back from Osaka. I had a 
wonderful Japanese guide -san, └╤↕╪, and it 

was t he most relaxing trip ever for me, as he 
took care of all the details of the trip!  

 
For the first assignment of the school year, I just finished ₈ ─ ╖ ₉, 

and here is one of the students who participated in the trip writing  about his 
experience. His hos t family runs a "  (public bath)", so he had an especially  

unique experience.   
 
Chikako Misener  

Bothell High School  

 

  
 ─ ╖  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Zac Bradberry  

( his Japanese name in class)  
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WATJ First Meeting & Workshop                                  

School Year 2008-2009 

WATJ hosted the first general meeting and workshop 

of the year on Saturday, September 20th
 at 

University Preparatory Academy.  This workshop is 
one of the first of three WATJ workshops and 
teachers who attend two or three of this series will be 
able to receive 4-6 clock hours at the end of the 
school year.  Whatôs more, these clock hours are 
free! 

 

The meeting started at 9:30AM with refreshment and ice breaker activity. The ice 
breaker was finding out about people, such as finding people who have studied in 
Japan, etc. It was very nice to have the chance to talk with so many people and get to 
know a little more about them.   

The workshop was given by Anita Bieker Sensei, titled "Using Inquiry 
Based Methods to Explore Culture". Beiker Sensei taught at 

Lindberg HS in Renton, WA, but recently moved back to Oregon to teach there. We 
sure miss her in WA, but it will be nice to have her back to teach us once in a while like 
this. The workshop was well organized with lots of practical ideas. It sure pumped me 
up for the new school year.  

There was also a brief presentation by Suzuki sensei about the new 
and improved WATJ website. We will be able to find materials 
presented at the workshop in our website as well.    

There will be two more workshops this school year, but attendance at only one session 
will not be sufficient to meet state law for receiving clock hours.  So I hope as many 
WATJ members will attend the next two workshops! I want to thank everyone who 
made the workshop so enjoyable and informational.  

Chikako Misener                                                                                                       
Bothell High School 

 
Would you like to contribute to the next 

WATJ Newsletter? 
 

Please send us your articles, photos, news, & resource info!! 
 

WATJ Newsletter Editor:  

erinerickson@yahoo.com  

http://www.watj.org/
mailto:erinerickson@yahoo.com
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Two years ago when I began 
teaching, I attended the biennial 
COFLT/WAFLT conference in 
Portland as was extremely 
impressed. This year I attended for the 
second time, and was again moved by 
the quality and usefulness of this 
conference.  
 

 I first noticed the quality of 
teachers present, evidenced by the 
conversations I overheard. Instead of 
banal small talk or ñhow was the 
flight?ò questions, everyone seemed 
to be engaged in deep discussions 
of pedagogy. Literally hundreds of 
language teachers were all informally 
sharing ideas as they mingled ï 
conversations centered on improving 
their work because their work is not 
done just for a paycheck, but instead 
because it is a calling.  
 

 My first session was with 
Michelle Anciaux-Aoki, who is our 
newly appointed OSPI director of 
World Languages. She described a 
current project of mapping the 
languages taught in the various 
counties of Washington State. The 
only county that did not reply to the 
mapping survey was Franklin County 
in Southeast Washington. Outside of 
Franklin, all counties offer some sort of 
world language study. Some trends 
were also mapped, such as the slight 
decrease in Japanese program 
offerings, and the larger decrease 
German program offerings. Anciaux-
Aoki hopes to use this mapping to 
create a strategic plan for 
increasing multilingualism in  
 

Washington schools. 
 

Next, I attended a session by 
Oregon teachers Scott and 
Musashino on using Webquests in a 
Japanese classroom. Webquests are 
student-centered inquiry-based 
research projects done on the 
internet. They can be done in the 
target language or in first language 
and focus on the target culture. This 
type of study promotes intrinsic 
motivation in study and is a great 
medium for questions engaging 
higher-order thinking skills. These 
teachers also included a website 
where one can find all the webquest 
projects they have built, and asked 
that anyone building others send it to 
them to share with the Japanese 
education community. The site is at:                                                                                 

www.coflt.net/scott/webquests/ 
  

I then attended a session on 
the benefits of applying for 
membership in the Japanese 
National Honors Society. The JNHS 
is run through the National Council of 
Teachers of Japanese, and 
recognizes the hard work of students 
studying our deep and challenging 
language. I was impressed, and now 
plan to create a JNHS at Sealth by 
applying through NCJLTôs website.  

 

Next was a panel made up of 
Garcia Sensei from Oregon, Inoue 
Sensei from Washington, and 
Kataoka Sensei from UC Long 
Beach.  They discussed the current, 
infantile state of AP Japanese.  

 

Continues on next page 

http://www.coflt.net/scott/webquests/


 
WATJ Newsletter Page 8 of 13          November 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COFLT-WAFLT Conference cont’d 

 
A summary would be that the 

reading and writing portions have been 
polished a bit and are excellent 
summative evaluations of a studentôs 
high-level work, equivalent to 300 hours 
at the college level, however the 
listening section is still wrought with 
decontextualized, inauthentic tasks, and 
students can be marked down for short 
answers even when a short answer 
would be perfectly appropriate in an 
authentic situation. 

 

 There was also a session where 
Kumakura Sensei from Aviation High 
School lectured about many useful tools 
for increasing studentsô knowledge of 
Kanji. This showed that one surely 
cannot rely solely on one method, 
but should engage Kanji study from 
many different angles.  
 

Oregon teachers Bomi Oh and Kamioka 
Sensei showed how one can use online 
video sites, such as:  

www.messageboard.com  
www.voicethread.com  
www.teachertube.com 

 

to engage students in anything from 
simple pronunciation checks to full 
presentations on a topic. This seems 
very useful for student populations that 
have easy access to computers with 
webcams. Interested teachers should 
enquire to the Yamada Language 
Center - ylc@uoregon.edu. 
 

Finally, four of my sessions were 
spent with Kataoka Sensei from UC 
Long Beach studying powerful methods 
of scaffolding in order that students may 
tackle difficult texts, such as those they 
would encounter in an AP, IB, or college 
test. These four hours were extremely  

enlightening as they linked theoretical 
study of constructivism and scaffolding 
that I did in graduate school to 
concrete activities one can use in the 
classroom.  
 

A quick summary would be that 
a teacher should create some context 
for students as they work with material 
that is slightly above their level, and 
then slowly take that context away 
over a course, so that by the end of 
the course they have exercised the 
mental skills necessary to glean new 
knowledge out of material that is 
above their current level and bring 
them closer to that level.  
 

Everyday people interacting 
with authentic materials, such as 
newspapers, advertisements, or radio 
and television media, come across 
information that is above their level of 
understanding. Because AP and IB 
curricula strive to recreate this 
authentic experience, it is absolutely 
necessary to use this scaffolding to 
prepare students to deal successfully 
with such material and grow from it.  
 

 So it was, again, a very 
impressive conference. This last 
summer I heard Watanabe-Isoyama 
Sensei of the Japan Foundation 
praise us Northwest Japanese 
teachers. Seeing this level of 
knowledge-sharing reinforced that 
high opinion. 
 

Any WATJ members wishing to 
learn more may contact me at 
jjhansell@seattleschools.org . 

 
Joshua Hansell 
Chief Sealth High School 
Seattle, WA 
 

http://www.messageboard.com/
http://www.voicethread.com/
http://www.teachertube.com/
mailto:ylc@uoregon.edu
mailto:jjhansell@seattleschools.org


 
WATJ Newsletter Page 9 of 13          November 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Inspiring Student! 
 
Three years ago a student, Summer (Letty) Lovex, came into my program with a 
combination of extraordinary linguistic ability, deep passion for Japanese culture, and 
sheer, unswerving determination.  Last summer, in addition to landing a competitive 
spot in Waseda Universityôs international undergraduate program, she took first place in 
the international speech contest held in Tokyo. I am writing this in response to questions 
about how she was able to accomplish so much in such a short time. 

 
Working with a student like Summer was a one of the bigger challenges I have faced as 
a teacher.  I knew right away I had a tiger by the tail.  During her sophomore year, as 
she tore through the first three years of the curriculum, I assisted her with her 
occasional questions about Japanese grammar.  I had her create her own personal 
kanji dictionary and together we made the tests from these fast growing lists.  But I soon 
realized that Summer needed more.  I paired her regularly with a Japanese exchange 
student, from whom she began to learn informal ñkid talkò and natural pronunciation.  
With him she worked through the text, Homestay in Japan, which presents a more 
natural language than many textbooks, and more authentic, though perhaps traditional, 
look at Japanese family life. (For a number of years, my Japanese exchange students 
have enjoyed reading this text for what they describe is a nostalgic portrait of a time 
gone by.)  Summer loved watching Japanese films, and on occasion I would ask her to 
memorize all the parts in a scene, and present it to a class. I was blown away by her 
ability to memorize lines and mimic various Japanese speaking styles. 

 
In her junior and senior years, I sought out outside activities to keep Summer 
challenged.  I signed up with her to take the Japanese Language Proficiency Test, 
registered her and a group of fellow students in the Japanese Language Immersion 
Camp and encouraged her to compete in the Washington State Speech and Skit 
Contest. I also suggested she apply for the YFU (Youth For Understanding) summer 
scholarship trip to Japan, which ended up her first opportunity to visit Japan. She went 
to the Aki Matsuri in her junior year, and volunteered there in her senior year. In her 
senior year she also volunteered with the Japan Society classroom visit program.  For 
two years she hosted Japanese exchange students, and in each case they; seemed like 
sisters, chatting away, mostly in Japanese.  In her senior year she also participated in 
the Stanford University Reischauer Scholars program, which gave her a better 
understanding of Japanese history and politics.  I believe the availability of those rich 
extra-curricular opportunities was critical in directing her energies and feeding her 
motivation. 

 
I donôt expect to have another student like Summer Lovex anytime soon.  But she has 
taught me to appreciate the many resources we have available here in the Washington 
State which stimulate interest and create challenges for students of all abilities. 

 
Laurie Pruden 
Puyallup High School 
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The following article & photographs reprinted 

with permission by Puyallup School District. 

Original:http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/ourdistri

ct/news/newsdetail.cfm?NID=524 

Puyallup High grad 

wins international 

Japanese speech contest 

Itôs considered the Olympics of Japanese 

speech contests, and Puyallup High 

graduate Summer ñLettyò Lovex has 

brought home gold. 
 

Lovex, who graduated in June, represented 

the United States in an international 

Japanese speech contest last month in 

Tokyo, Japan. Her three years of Japanese 

study at Puyallup High School earned her 

first place among a field of nine other 

competitors from around the world. 

 

ñI guess I really am the world champion!ò 

she said shortly after her plane touched 

down in the United States. ñIn some ways I 

donôt really feel like Iôm the Japanese 

óchampionô because I know that there are 

so many other talented students out there. I 

still have a lot to learn about the language.ò 

 

The other nine high school students vying 

for the international title ranged in age 

from 16 to 18 and represented Singapore, 

Indonesia, England, Cambodia, Canada, 

New Zealand, Malaysia, Hong Kong, and 

Australia. Several had studied Japanese for 

six years compared to Lovexôs three. 

 

The 18-year-oldôs international recognition 

comes two months after she clinched first 

place at the national Japanese speech 

contest at the University of California at 

Irvine. There she won a $1,000 scholarship  

and an all-expense-paid trip to Tokyo for 

the international competition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lovex received a Japanese art print 

made by one of the judges after being 

announced as the best in the 

competition. The judging panel 

included college professors and a high 

school principal. 

 

The main prize for all of the 

competitors, she said, was the paid 10-

day trip to Japan. The students saw Mt. 

Fuji and traveled to sights including a 

Japanese hot spring and Harajuku ð 

Tokyoôs most famous fashion district.  

 

During the international competition on 

July 20, Lovex presented a six-minute 

speech about ñKansaibenò ð a 

Japanese dialect. Judges followed the 

speech with a three-minute question 

and answer session, in which they 

asked Lovex to respond to several 

impromptu questions in Japanese. 

 
Bottom photo: The ten high school students from 

around the world vying for the international 

Japanese speech contest. Summer "Letty" Lovex, the 

first-place winner, is pictured third from the left. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/ourdistrict/news/newsdetail.cfm?NID=524
http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/ourdistrict/news/newsdetail.cfm?NID=524
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Continued from previous page é 

Lovex was inspired to write her speech 

after visiting Japan last summer as part of a 

Youth for Understanding exchange 

program.  

ñI had a difficult time understanding some 

of the dialect in the area I visited (Kyoto), 

even though I had taken a few years of 

Japanese,ò she said. ñItôs like trying to 

understand a heavy New York or Southern 

accent as an exchange student here in the 

United States. Japan is a small country, but 

there is still a lot of diversity.ò 

Lovex studied Japanese all three years of 

high school with Puyallup High teacher 

Laurie Pruden. She also took three years of 

Chinese language classes and has been 

learning Korean with the help of a friend 

this summer. 

 

Her road to the world competition started 

earlier this year when she won the 

Washington state Japanese speech and skit 

competition for the second consecutive 

year. She then advanced to nationals in 

California, where she clinched first place 

after taking fourth the previous year. 

 

Puyallup High School Principal Jason 

Smith was elated upon hearing the news of 

Lovexôs international acclaim. 

 

ñWow!ò he said when hearing the news. 

ñWe were extremely proud of Summer 

being able to represent Puyallup High 

School at nationals, but for her to win the 

international competition is beyond belief!  

Words cannot express how proud we are 

of her and her teacher, Laurie Pruden, 

who spent a great deal of time and effort to 

help her achieve this goal.ò 

 

 

 

The teen traces her interest of the 

Japanese language and culture to third 

grade when a librarian read a fictional 

Samurai story to the class. Lovex came 

to the Puyallup School District in eighth 

grade from Kent and continued to read 

about Japan while at Edgemont Junior 

High. 
 

ñIôve always had an 

interest in the Asian 

culture.ò  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lovex is among a select group of 

international students admitted to 

Waseda University in Tokyo for the 

next four years of college. She plans to 

pursue a career in East Asian linguistics 

and international environmental 

relations. 
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In Yoshi Sensei’s Words: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sensei Spotli ght  
 

Yoshitaka Inoue Sensei has 

served WATJ as Vice President, then President, 
Secretary, Membership, then again Vice 
President.  He has also served conference chair 
three times, WAFLT Representative once, as well 
as serving in the Immersion committee and 
Speech and Skit Contest committee about 10 
times.  He is currently treasurer for the NCJLT. He 
has been a key player in Japanese teaching in 
Washington State. Besides being the most 
popular MC at our annual Immersion Camp and 
infamous for his fun-filled teaching style, he has 
many more surprises! I hope you will enjoy getting 
to know more about "Yoshi-sensei"! 

 

 

 

 
 マイズナー先生のたってのお願いなの

で、他のベテランの先生を差し置いて

僭越ですが、私のプロフィールを書か

せて頂きます。あまり面白くないかも

しれませんが、我慢してお読みくださ

い。 

 

私の出身は兵庫県の三木市というとこ

ろで、歴史好きの方ならご存知でしょ

うが、羽柴秀吉の三木城攻めで有名な

ところです。あと大工道具をはじめと

した金物の生産地としても有名です。 

 

地元の県立高校を卒業後私立の関西大

学へ進みました。中学高校は野球部、

ブラスバンド部、大学生時代は、グリ

ークラブ（男声合唱団）、文学部の自

治会活動に参加。学園祭にアンルイ

ス、張本勲、小林克也をよんだりしま

した。 
 

その後、大阪府で教員採用試験を受

け、八尾市の公立高校で英語を教え

はじめました。野球部の顧問、ブラ

スバンド部の顧問を務めました。同

和教育推進校であったため、同和教

育推進担当になり、部落地域や在日

朝鮮人、障害者教育に深く関わりま

した。その他教職員組合活動にも積

極的に参加。 

 

そこへ現在の妻が JET として配属さ

れ、数年の交際後結婚。結婚ととも

に渡米。私の仕事の事を心配した妻

が、職探しをかね私の渡米に先立ち

WATJ のコンフェレンスに参加。 

 

ーにも参加し AP 日本語のプログラム

の当時のプレジデントであったレス

リー・バークランド先生の紹介でシ

アトルにある私立のブランチェット 



 
WATJ Newsletter Page 13 of 13          November 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WATJ is sponsoring the Japanese Language and Culture 
Total Immersion Camp again.  This year, it will take place on 

Friday, March 13th and Saturday, March 14th at Camp Don 

Bosco in Carnation.  This tradition, which started 11 years ago, annually attracts 
over a hundred students from 10-13 high schools from all over Western 
Washington.  During the two-day adventure, students will find themselves 
completely surrounded in a Japanese-speaking environment.  Students will take 
one language class and two culture classes that will only be taught in 
Japanese.  The language classes' themes are level designated:  beginning class 
is on shopping, intermediate class is on visitation, and advanced class is on 
telephoning.  The culture classes will give students some introductory knowledge 

on traditional Japanese culture such as shodƬ, koto, kendƬ, and sadƬ.  In 

addition to the above learning experience, most students li st undƬkai on 
Saturday afternoon and delicious Japanese meals as their highlights as well. 

 
The Immersion Camp is an excellent learning opportunity for students as well as 
for teachers who get to exchange teaching ideas and practice immersion 
techniques. 

 
     The deadline for application this year is Wednesday, November 26th. 

If you have any questions, please contact: 

Camp Director, Yayoi Brown at ybrown@universityprep.org 

高校で日本語を教え始め、2 年後

マカティオ市のキャミアック高校

に赴任、現在に至っています。 
 

WATJ はその頃からのおつきあいで、

ボードも何年間かさせて頂きました。

あと、キャンプやスピーチコンテスト

のコミッティーにも入っています。現

在は、全米日本語教師会の理事もさせ

て頂いております。 
 

最近はカレッジボードの AP コミッテ

ィ研究に日々忙しくしている毎日で

す。今年は 6名の生徒が AP クラスに

おり毎日のアクティビティー作りに頭

を悩ませています。 
 

私生活では、若い頃からのパッション

である野球を今だに続けています。自

分の子供ぐらい若い人々に混じり春 

 

から秋にかけては毎週末硬式野球。夏

の週日の夜は昔からの友人たちとソフ

トボールをしています。 

 

40 の手習いで子供と一緒に空手とピア

ノを始めました。ベースメントでピア

ノとギターで好きなビートルズやエル

トンジョンを夜な夜な弾いては一人歌

っています。空手はなかなか上達しな

いものの子供と黒帯目指してがんばっ

ています。 
 

現在の夢は早く子供が大きくなって手

を離れれば、また妻とゆっくりゴルフ

やテニスを一緒にできたらと思ってい

ます。（了） 
 

Yoshitaka Inoue 

Kamiak High School 


