
WATJ Newsletter May 2008 Page 1 of 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear WATJ Members, 
 
Each summer HBCC puts on a Summer Institute for 
teachers. This year's institute will be a four-day 
workshop from Monday August 4th until Thursday 
August 7th. The featured leaders will be Professor 
Tohsaku of UC San Diego and Professor Kataoka of 
California State University. More details about what 
and where and cost and Clock Hours/College Credit 
will come out later. Please keep your eyes open for 
updates if you are interested in joining this summer. 
 
Also, soon we will send you notice about how to log 
on to see the "revived" WATJ Newsletter. Our last 
Newsletter Editor, Erin Erickson, is currently with the 
Peace Corps serving in Moldova. She has 
volunteered to get our Newsletter going again. If you 
have some news about Japanese at your school, 
please forward it to me, or directly to Erin at 
erinerickson@yahoo.com . 
 
Kurt Thompson  
WATJ President 
Eckstein Middle School 
kathompson@seattleschools.org  

 
 

 

Whatôs Inside? 
 

Presidentôs Message   éé.. 1 15
th

 Annual WATJ Conference    .éé. 4-5 
Newsletter Editor Returns  éé.. 1 Leslie Birkland Award 2008  .éé. 6 
AP Japanese Workshop ......... 2 Immersion Camp Perspectives .éé. 7-8 
East Asia Course - UW  ...é.. 2  Speech & Skit Reflections & Preparation.. 9-10 
WATJôs Hompageôs New Look ...é... 3 Fundraising with Koto World  .éé. 11 
Classroom Resources  ...é... 3  

 

 
Dear WATJ Friends, 
 

⅔ ⇔┬╡≢↔↨™╕∆⁹It has been almost two 

years since leaving Seattle, my job at HBCC,  and 
the position as WATJ Newsletter Editor for graduate 
school in Vermont.  
 

While perusing the WATJ website for old timeôs sake 
I noticed that there hadnôt been any newsletters since 
I left in 2006! How can this be?  With all the exciting 
events, conferences, stories and resources related to 
Japanese language education, the absence of a 
WATJ newsletter seems to me a wasted opportunity! 
 

Although Iôm currently serving as a Peace Corps 
Volunteer in an often unheard of tiny country in 
Eastern Europe called Moldova (and struggling to 
learn a new language-Russian), I am grateful to stay 
connected to my beloved Japanese ties back home! 
 

That being said, if you are interested in becoming the 
new newsletter editor, please let me know! J  

 

Erin Erickson 
WATJ Newsletter Editor 
erinerickson@yahoo.com  

 
 
 

 

HBCCôs Summer Institute 
 

August 4- 7
th

, 2008 
 

www.hyogobcc.org/summer_institute.htm - Stay tuned for updated info for 2008! 
 

Questions? Contact: John Charlton, Project Coordinator, Hyogo Business & Cultural Center 

(206) 728-0610 or john@hyogobcc.org  
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PERSPECTIVES ON EAST ASIA 
FOR TEACHERS: 
CONTEMPORARY JAPAN 
 

A Summer Course for K-12 Educators 

July 23- August 22, 2008  
University of Washington - Seattle, WA 
  
This summer, the University of 
Washington's East Asia Resource Center 
(EARC) and Japan Studies, in partnership 
with the College of Education, have teamed 
up to design an intensive course on Japan. 
For pre- and in-service K-12 educators, 
Perspectives on East Asia for Teachers: 
Contemporary Japan is a month-long 
course that will give educators an 
outstanding grounding in Japan studies and 
in curricular strategies for bringing Japan 
into the classroom.  
 

UW Japan scholar Andrea Arai and 
master teacher Pat Burleson will teach the 

course; Professor Arai will lead daily lecture-
discussion sessions, and Ms. Burleson will 
teach classroom application sessions that 
build on the material covered in the lectures 
and guide educators in creating a 
culminating project such as a CBA or unit. 
The lecture-discussion component covers 
topics in Meiji Japan up to the present, 
tracing the development of Japanôs modern 

institutions. Lecture topics on contemporary 
Japan including education, women, work, 
religion, the bursting of the bubble, politics, 
and Japan in the world, explaining why 
things are the way they are in Japan today.  
 

For more information, please contact Mary 
Cingcade by calling (206) 543-1921 or e-
mailing earc@u.washington.edu.  
 

APPLY: Six credits or 60 clock hours are 
available. The course is offered at a reduced 
rate of $175, thanks to a grant from the 
Freeman Foundation.  
 

For application information, please visit: 
http://jsis. washington. edu/earc.  

 

 
Get to know 

AP Japanese Kanji 
better! 

 
June 7, 2008 (Sat) 
9:30am ï 12:30pm 

University Prep 

 
Let us spend 2 hours together to learn how 
much Kanji characters are recommended to 
master before HS students take the AP 
Japanese Exam by topic, theme, and the 
characteristics of Kanji, etc.  
 
Non-Native teachers of Japanese welcome! 
 

ₐAP ꜞ☻♩⅛╠≢⅝╢ ⅎ

√™ ₑ  AP ☿fi♩ꜝꜟ⌐ꜞ☻♩↕╣

≡™╢ ╩╟╡╟ↄ ∫≡ ─

⌐ ⅛∑╢ ╩ ⌐ ∫≡╖╕∑╪

⅛⁹ ╖ ─ AP ꜞ☻♩╩♩Ⱨ♇◒

⌐ ⇔ↄ ⁹ⱡfiⱠ▬♥▫Ⱪ─

╙ ≢∆⁹○꜠◗fi ≢ 9

─ ◒♇◒ ⅜⅔ ™⇔╕∆⁹ 
 

╟╤⇔ↄ⅔ ™⇔╕∆⁹ 
 
Yoko Miwa-Cook 

Valley Catholic High School 

mailto:earc@u.washington.edu
http://jsis.washington.edu/earc
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Hello, everyone.  Have you checked our 
website at www.watj.org lately?  Here 
is some news on our website.   
 

Last spring, we redesigned our 
homepage and banners.  You can find 
information on upcoming workshops, 
conferences, and other events on the 
website.  Links to many teaching and 
cultural-related websites and resources 
can be found there as well. 
 

So, what is next for our website?  We 
are now working on launching a 
member only site.  We will ask you to 

register for the member only site in the 
near future.  After registering you can 
log in to our member only site where 
you will find contents like member 
directory, board member information, 
and downloadable lesson plans.  We will 
eventually have two websites: one for 
public and one for members. 
 

We are done creating a sample member 
only site.  We are testing a few things on 
the site right now.  We will be able to 
launch a member only site by the end of 
summer.  Stay tuned! 
 

Ryosuke Suzuki 
WATJ Webmaster 
 

 
Take a look at  

CLASSROOM RESOURCES!!! 
 

www.watj.org/resources.htm  
 
Includes hundreds of links to:  
 

¶ WATJ Workshop & presentation  

¶ materials  

¶ Japa n-related Organizations  

¶ Textbooks  

¶ Materials & Lesson Plans  

¶ AP Japanese & Proficiency Test  

¶ Japanese Culture  

¶ Travel to Japan  

¶ Study Abroad  

¶ Japanese Computing  

¶ Online Dictionaries, eCards  

¶ Dialects & Proverbs  

¶ Language Learning Products  

¶    & more!  

 

FREE Japanese  Clipart!  
 

www.printout.jp/clipart   
 

(used in WATJ newsletter)  
 

http://www.watj.org/
http://www.watj.org/resources.htm
http://www.printout.jp/clipart
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By Sarah Antoncich 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On Saturday, February 9th, the WATJ 
hosted the 15th Annual WATJ Conference at 
Shorecrest High School in Shoreline, 
Washington.  With the push toward National 
Standards for Foreign Language Learning, the 
implementation of the AP test during the 2006-
2007 school-year, and the widespread adoption 
of the ACTFL standards, the WATJ Board voted 
to focus this yearôs workshop on helping 
teachers in Washington state align their 
programs so that students could succeed in high 
school, on the AP and IB assessments, and in 
college and beyond.  
 This yearôs theme was ñHow to Bring 
Your Japanese Program to the Intermediate-
Low Level,ò and over 60 Japanese teachers 

participated in a keynote lecture and workshops 
designed to help teachers improve their 
instructional strategy in order to improve 
studentsô abilities to read.  The workshop began 
with a welcome speech by President Kurt 
Thompson, followed by messages from 
Japanese Consulate General Mr. Mitsunori 
Namba and Language and Culture Specialist 
Ms. Fumiko Okudaira.  John Charlton, from the 
Hyogo Business and Cultural Center shared 
information about the HBCCôs programs, 
including the recent Speech and Skit Contest. 
 Our keynote speaker, Dr. Amy Snyder 
Ohta, began her presentation with an 
introduction to reading as a key component of 
language acquisition and communicative ability.  
An Associate Professor in the Department of 
Asian Languages & Literature and an Adjunct 
Associate Professor in the Department of 
Linguistics at the University of Washington, Dr. 
Snyder Ohta identified with the challenges that 
elementary, middle, and high school teachers of 
Japanese often face.  She then outlined specific 
strategies for improving the teaching of reading 
so that students achieve the greatest amount of 
success in the short period of time that we have 
them.  The strategies that she outlined included 
helping students decipher hiragana and 
katakana, retain kanji, read short items, and 
comprehend longer, more difficult text.   
 
 
 

The WATJ is grateful to have had the 
opportunity to host Dr. Amy Snyder Ohta; her 
presentation was extremely well-done and 
immediately applicable to classroom instruction.  
We hope to have her as a keynote speaker at 
future workshops. 
 The afternoon included break-out 
sessions with Erika Ahlstrom of Roosevelt High 
School and Kim Roberts of Juanita High School.  
Ms. Ahlstrom, a relatively new teacher, shared 
her high-energy beginning level games and 
activities.  Ms. Roberts focused specifically on 
kanji retention and reading comprehension of 
mid-length stories, providing several strategies 
that she has gathered over the years and used 
successfully.  The program concluded with door 
prizes and the presentation of the Leslie 
Birkland Award to Chikako Misener for her 

dedication to student learning and her service 
and leadership in the WATJ and WAFLT. 
 The WATJ appreciates the enthusiasm 
and time of all of the participants and we are 
extremely grateful for the help it received in 
putting on the conference ï the Japanese 
Consulate General, the HBCC, Temple 
University, keynote speaker Dr. Amy Snyder 
Ohta, Erika Ahlstrom and Kim Roberts, Mary 
Hammond Benson at the East Asian Resource 
Center, Shorecrest High School, the Laurasian 
Institution, Kisaku Bento, Kinkoôs, our members 
who volunteered their time and energy, the 
donations we received for breakfast foods and 
desserts, and Starbucks Coffee.  
  

If you are interested in helping with the 2009 
WATJ Conference, please contact: 
 

Kurt Thompson 
kathompson@seattleschools.org  
 

or 
 

Sarah Antoncich 

smantoncich@seattleschools.org 

mailto:kathompson@seattleschools.org
mailto:smantoncich@seattleschools.org
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By Yoko Sase 

Lindbergh High School 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

╘≡WATJ Annual Conference 

and workshops⌐ ↕∑≡™√∞⅝╕

כꜗ◦Ɫfiⱪכꜙ♬⁹√⇔ ⅛╠ ⇔

⇔≡⅝√┌⅛╡─ ⌐≤∫≡│⁸꞉◦fi

♩fi ─ ─ ⌐⅔ ™≢

⅝╢─│╙∟╤╪─↓≤⁸ ╘≡

─ ╩↕∑≡™√∞ↄ ⌂

≢⇔√⁹₈ ⌐ⱴכ♥℮™≥₉

≠™√ ─ Conference ┘

Workshop⁸≤╙⌐ ⌐⌂╡╕⇔

√⁹₈Vocabulary is crucial₉≤™℮

Amy Ohta ⌐╟╢ⱪ꜠♀fi♥כ◦ꜛ

fi─⅔ │ ⌐ ⌐ ╡╕⇔√⁹

─ⱪ꜠♀fi♥כ◦ꜛfi⅛╠ ╩

↑⁸ ─ ╩╙∫≤ ┌∆↓≤⌐

╩ ╣⁸ ⅜ ⅎ╢╟℮⌐

⇔≡™√ⱨꜝ♇◦ꜙ◌כ♪ ╡

⁸ ⁸ ─ ╩ ⌐ ╛

⇔⁸∕⇔≡ │ ∂ⱨꜝ♇◦ꜙ◌

╩♪כ ⇔≡™╢─≢⁸ ≢™╤™

ⱶ╩⇔⁸כ◕⌂╤ ─ ⌐ ╩

╣╕⇔√⁹ ╩ ╟ↄ ∆╣

┌⁸ ⇔™ ╩ ∆╢ ⌐╙ ⅜

╩ ⅎ╢↓≤⌐ ╩ ╛∆ │

⌂ↄ ╙℮∆≢⌐∕─ ⌐≡ ↕╣

╢ ╩ ⇔≡™╢─≢ ⁸ ─

⌐ ╩ ╣╠╣╢─≢ ⌐≤∫≡╙

⅜ ╡⁸ ⌐╙ ∫≡™

╕∆⁹ ⌐ Ohta ⅜ ⇔≡ ↕∫

√ ∞↑⌐╟╢ Short story│

─ ⌐╙ ╡ →↕∑≡™√∞

⅝⁸ ⌐≤∫≡╙ ™ ≤⌂╡⁸

≢╙ ↑≡⅔╡╕∆⁹ 

 

Kim Roberts ⌐╟╢ ┘

⁸Erika Ahlstrom כ◕╢╟⌐

ⱶ ╩ ⇔√ ה ┘

─Workshop╙ ⌐⌂╡╕⇔

√⁹ ─WATJ Annual Conference 

and workshops╙ ⇔╖⌐⇔≡⅔

╡╕∆⁹ ↕∑≡™√∞⅝╕⇔≡

№╡⅜≤℮↔↨™╕⇔√⁹ 

 

 

Congratulations  

Yoko Sase  
 

for being awarded as an 

 

"Outstanding 
Secondary Teacher"  

 

by Renton School District! 
 
 

⅔╘≢≤℮↔↨™╕∆  
 

http://www.renton.wednet.edu/ 
Outstanding Employee award winners celebrated - 

School Board recognizes winners of this year's awards 
 

http://www.renton.wednet.edu/news0708/Outstanding_Emp_

press_release2_0708.pdf 

 
 

 
If you have exciting news to share in future newsletters, 

please send your information to 

kathompson@seattleschools.com   

http://www.renton.wednet.edu/
http://www.renton.wednet.edu/news0708/Outstanding_Emp_press_release2_0708.pdf
http://www.renton.wednet.edu/news0708/Outstanding_Emp_press_release2_0708.pdf
http://www.renton.wednet.edu/news0708/Outstanding_Emp_press_release2_0708.pdf
http://www.renton.wednet.edu/news0708/Outstanding_Emp_press_release2_0708.pdf
mailto:kathompson@seattleschools.com
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Leslie Birkland Award 2008  
by Yayoi Brown 

The teacher nominated for this year's Leslie Birkland Award has been 
rated very highly on ratemyteacher.com.  One of her former students 

said, "[she is] My favorite teacher of all time. Very helpful, 
very involved. Cares deeply about students. Flexible. 
Kind."  This comment sums up her qualities as an educator. 

Before becoming a high school Japanese teacher, she spent some time 
teaching at University of Washington as well as being a Japan Program 
coordinator for a local student exchange organization.  As a high school 
Japanese teacher, she is well known for her creative and effective 
teaching style, and her dedication to promoting and enhancing the 
Japanese Language programs in the State of Washington.   

In her school, in addition to teaching three levels of Japanese classes, she is very involved in 
extracurricular activities to enhance her student's interest in the Japanese culture.  She 
advises the Japanese National Honor Society, Japanese Club, and Kendo Club, and spends 
enormous amount of time with her students outside of class, going to Hatsumoude, hosting 

the Japanese Cook-off, etc.   

The reason for this year's nomination is not because of her awesome qualities as a teacher, 

but her accomplishment as a leader.   Let me count the ways...  

¶ She has been an active member of the WATJ for over a decade.   

¶ She also served as a WAFLT board member from 2005 to 2007.   

¶ When she presents at conferences, she is always full of wonderful teaching ideas that 
inspire us all. 

¶ She has been the liaison for the UW in High School Program.  She actively promotes 
the program while helping the high school teachers understand what needs be done in 
order to build their programs stronger and compatible with that of UW. 

¶ She is also involved with PLU's teacher education program to guide student teachers 
to become successful Japanese language teachers. 

¶ She works with interns from Japan to show them what it takes to be a good Japanese 

teacher. 

I may have missed some things, but it is still quite a list.  Now that she is a mother of a 
beautiful 9 month-old-boy, she may have to cut down on her work, but I sure hope to see her 

stay in the leadership role for several more years to come. 

Please join me in congratulating our 2008 recipient of the Leslie Birkland Leadership Award,  

Chikako Misener ! 

http://www.ratemyteachers.com/ShowRebuttals.php?rid=11599013&type=0
http://www.ratemyteachers.com/ShowRebuttals.php?rid=11599013&type=0
http://www.ratemyteachers.com/ShowRebuttals.php?rid=11599013&type=0
http://www.ratemyteachers.com/ShowRebuttals.php?rid=11599013&type=0
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 ▬ⱴכ☺ꜛfi ◐ꜗfiⱪ⌐ 

ↄ╕ⅎ⌐ ⅛−╩ └™∟╚∫

≡⁸ ↄ⅝⅜ ⇔⌂ↄ⌂∫≡√

╪≢∆↑≥ ∫√╠ ⌐ 

⇔ↄ≡ ╟⅛∫√≤ ™╕⇔√⁹ 

™╤╪⌂ ⅛╠ ≡™√

≤ ⌂⅛╟ↄ⌂╡╕⇔√⁹ ╖╪⌂ 

╩ ⇔╚═╡⌂⅜╠ ™∫⇔

╞℮↑╪╘ ⅛™╦╩⇔≡ ╩ 

≈ↄ∫≡™╕⇔√⁹ ◐ꜗfiⱪ≢ 

 ⅔╙⇔╤⅛∫√↓≤│ ∕⅔

╠╪┬⇔╩ ≤╙∞∟≤ ⅔≥∫√

↓≤≢⇔√⁹ ↕™⇔╞℮│ ⅎ™

⅜╩ ⌐ ↄ≈╙╡∞∫√╪≢∆

↑≥ ∕⅔╠╪┬⇔╩⌂╠∫≡ ╟

⅛∫√≢∆⁹ ℮╪≥℮⅛™≢ │

∫├╞℮⇔√≤⅝│ ⇔│∏⅛⇔

⅛∫√╪≢∆↑≥ ⅔≥∫≡⌂™

⅜ ⅔℮ⅎ╪⇔≡ↄ╣≡√⅛╠ ╝

℮⅝╩┤╡⇔╓∫≡ ⅔╙™∫⅝╡ 

╖╪⌂≤ ⅔≥╡╕⇔√⁹ ℮╪≥

⇔≢ ⱶכ♅ ╤™⅝ │≢™⅛℮

√⁹ ↓℮ ⅜ Ⱨ◌♅ꜙ►─⅛

∫↓⇔≡ ⅔℮ⅎ╪⇔≡ↄ╣╕№⇔

♅⁸≡∫⌂⌐כ♄כꜞ ⅜ ⁹√

 ╘╪↑℮╞⇔∫™ ⌐╘√─ⱶכ

⅜╪┌╡╕⇔√⁹ ╖╪⌂≤ ™∫

⇔╩fi▬꜠♩כꜙ♅כꜙ♅ ⌐╞⇔

ⱶⱷfiכ♅≡⇔ ╩Ⱪכ▼► ╡√

Ᵽכ╩ ⅔℮ⅎ╪⇔╕⇔√⁹ 

 

↓─◐ꜗfiⱪ≢ √∞⇔™ ⅔ ─ ╖⅛

√╛ ⅔™⇔™ ⅔∆⇔∏ↄ╡╩ ⌂╠™

╕⇔√⁹ ⌐ ™╢╖√™⌐ ꜝ☺○

╙⇔╕⇔√⁹ ⅎ™↔≢ │⌂∑╠╣⌂

⅛∫√─≢ ↓╕∫√≤⅝╙№╡╕⇔√↑

≥ ╩ ⇔╚═∫≡ №™≡─ ⅝

╙∟ⅎ⅔ ≈√╦∫≡⅝≡√─≢ ∆↔™

≤ ™╕⇔√⁹ ◐ꜗfiⱪ≢ √ↄ↕╪

─ ™™ ™ ╩ ≈ↄ╡╕⇔√⁹╕√

 ↕╪⅛≢⅝╣┌ ╕√↕╪⅛⇔√™≤

™╕∆⁹ 

 

◄Ⱶꜞכ   

 

Bothell High School 
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by Taeko Tashibu 
 

 

◐ꜗfiⱪ 

 כ☺☿♇ⱷ─╠⅛כ♃◒꜠▫♦

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

╩ ⅎ√ ─√╘─

◐ꜗfiⱪ│ ─ ⌐ ╕╣⁸

⁸ꜝ☺○ ⁸ ≢∆╢ ⅜ √◐

ꜗfiⱪ≢ ╦╡╕⇔√⁹↓╣╙

≤Ⱳꜝfi♥▫▪─ ₁─ ─⅔ ∞≤

™╕∆⁹ ℮≤ ─◐ꜗfiⱪ─ ⅜

─╟℮≢∆⁹ ⌐◖☻◖⌐ ™ ⌐

⅝ ─ │▬◘◒꞉⌐⌂⅛∫√─≢ ⁸

─ ⁸ ⌐ ⌂ ⌂≥╩Ᵽfi⌐

╣∕╣≢╙ ╡⅝╠∏⁸ ─ ⌐

─ ⅔ ⁸⅔ ╕≢ ∫≡ ↄ

↔╙כ꜠◌⁹√⇔≢ ╙≥↓ ⅛

╙ ⅜≈⅛∏⁸∕─ ⅔ ─ ⅝∕┌╙

╢≤ ℮≤≡╙ ⇔™ ─◐ꜗfiⱪ

≢⇔√⁹∕╪⌂ ⌂ ™≢ ╘√◐ꜗfi

ⱪ╙ ₁꜠♇☻fiⱪꜝfi╙ ↕╣⁸◐ꜗ

fiⱪ─ ╙ ⇔⁸ ↔≤⌐ ⇔√

◐ꜗfiⱪ⅜ ↕╣≡ ╕⇔√⁹

╙ ⅛╠ ≤ ⇔⁸ ⇔√

│ ─ ╩ ⇔╖⌐⇔⌂⅜╠◐ꜗfiⱪ

╩ ∫≡ ⅝╕∆⁹∕─ ─ ╩

╢≤ ╣╙┤≤ ╣⁸ ╙ ╤℮≤

℮ ∟⌐⌂╡╕∆⁹↓╣⅛╠╙╟╡

ↄ─ ─ ⅜↓─◐ꜗfiⱪ⌐ ∆

╢ ╩ ∫≡™╕∆⁹ 

 

 

Roosevelt  


